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The  Department  of  Public  Health, 


The  Town  Hall, 
Weston-super-Mare. 

To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1951. 

Part  I  deals  with  health  statistics,  and  although  they  may  appear 
uninteresting,  these  statistics  can  give  a  great  deal  of  information 
about  the  town.  The  crude  Death  Rate  rose  from  1 5*6  in  1950  to 
1 6'9  in  1951,  there  being  41  more  deaths  in  1951.  This  increase 
occurred  mainly  in  the  age  group  45-65,  and  corresponding  with 
this  age  group  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
coronary  heart  disease  and  angina.  Deaths  from  cancer  showed  no 
increase  over  the  figures  for  1950.  Influenza  caused  13  more  deaths 
in  1951  than  in  1950.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  for  1951  was  1 9‘2  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  a  record  low- 
level  for  the  Borough. 

Part  II  includes  the  environmental  services,  and  in  the  paragraph 
dealing  with  housing  it  can  be  seen  that,  although  over  1,000  houses 

*  A  / 

have  been  built  since  the  end  of  the  War,  there’ are  still  over  1,100 
applicants  for  Council  houses.  Insanitary  houses,  overcrowding, 
the  sharing  of  rooms  and  kitchens — all  these  are  responsible  for  a 
great  mass  of  mental  as  well  as  physical  ill-health.  Good  living 
conditions  should  be  a  human  right  in  our  so-called  civilised  state, 
and  at  the  risk  of  being  a  bore,  I  would  repeat  that  in  these  days 
the  greatest  benefit  which  a  Local  Authority  can  give  to  its  citizens 
is  adequate  housing. 

Infectious  diseases  are  dealt  with  in  Part  III.  Influenza  and 
measles  were  epidemic  during  the  year,  but  there  were  no  other 
serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  It  is  gratifying  to  report 
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that  there  were  no  reported  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  arising 
from  hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes.  Great  care  is  taken  by  the 
majority  of  proprietors  of  food  establishments  to  ensure  that  food 
is  prepared  and  served  to  the  public  in  a  hygienic  manner,  but  some 
need  persuasion  before  they  realise  that  the  keynote  of  prevention 
is  scrupulous  personal  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  food  handler. 
An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  among  summer  visitors  can  be  a  very 
bad  advertisement  for  the  town.  The  unfortunate  victims  may 
return  to  their  home  towns  throughout  England  and  tell  their  friends 
that  their  most  vivid  memory  of  Weston-super-Mare  was  a  miserable 
night  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting. 

Part  IV  is  an  account  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  This  report 
gives  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  variety  and  complexity  of  the  work 
done  so  ably  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Agreement  has  at  last  been  reached  in  the  negotiations  on  the 
sharing  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  between  the  Borough  and 
Axbridge  Rural  District.  The  new  arrangements  whereby  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Weston-super-Mare  is  also  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Axbridge  Rural  District,  as  well  as  Divisional 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Area  Medical  Officer  for  the  County 
Council,  should  work  satisfactorily.  Axbridge  and  Weston-super- 
Mare  have  many  public  health  problems  in  common,  and  the  joint 
appointment  should  increase  the  co-operation  which  already  exists 
between  the  two  Authorities. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittees  with  which  the  Health  Department  is  associated  for  their 
confidence  and  support,  and  the  officers  and  staff  of  the  Health  and 
other  Departments  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  McGowan, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (including  foreshore)  ... 

...  7,006  acres 

Population — 1931  Census . 

•••  •••  ••• 

31,706 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid- 1951 

39,660 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1951)  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

£423,088 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . . . 

... 

£1,726 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1st  April,  1951) . 

11,253 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  : — 

Houses 

, ,  ,  •••  ••• 

9,372 

Flats  and  Tenements 

•••  •••  ••• 

1,325 

Private  Hotels 

•••  •••  ••• 

103 

Houses  and  Shops  ... 

•  0  •  •••  ••• 

409 

Firms  and  Agricultural  Dwellings 

44 

Total  ... 

11,253 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1951 

Live  Births  : — 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

254  237 

491 

Illegitimate  . . 

9  21 

30 

Totals.  . 

263  258 

521 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  — 

13*13 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  {Comparability  Factor ,  1*04)  =  13*6 

Still  Births: — 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4  8 

12 

Illegitimate  . . 

—  — 

— 

Totals 

4  8 

12 

Still-Birth  Rate  {per  1,000  total  births ) 

=  22*52 

Still-Birth  Rate  {per  1,000  population) 

=  0*30 

Deaths  : — 

Male  Female 

Total 

298  371 

669 

Crude  Death  Rate  {per  1,000  population)  =  16*87 

Corrected  Death  Rate  {Comparability  factor ,  0*72)  =  12*14 
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Maternal  Deaths 


Nil 


Infant  Mortality  ( Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age). 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  5  10 

Illegitimate  . .  .  .  . .  —  —  — 

Totals  ......  5  5  10 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  birth  —  19' 2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  0T5 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  .  . .  0T5 

Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2‘34 

Other  Deaths : —  Male  Female  Total 

Cancer  . .  .  .  . .  49  44  93 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  —  —  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  1  —  1 

Diphtheria  . .  .  .  . .  —  —  — 
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I.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  corrected  number  of  live  births 
in  the  town  as  521  (263  boys  and  258  girls),  this  being  only  two  births 
less  than  in  1950.  Of  these  births  30  were  illegitimate  (9  boys  and 
21  girls).  This  is  5'8  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births,  as  compared 
with  5*7  in  1950. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  1951  is  13*13,  and  when  the  comparability 
factor  (T04)  is  applied,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is  13*6  per  1,000  of 
the  total  population,  compared  with  13*7  in  1950.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1951  was  15*5. 


Birth  Rates 


Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

England  and 
Wales 

14-2 

15-8 

16-5 

17-6 

16-1 

19-1 

20-5 

17-9 

16-7 

15-8 

15-5 

Weston-s-Mare 

11-8 

14-4 

15-6 

17-6 

16-5 

15-7 

17-4 

15-7 

14-1 

13  0 

13-1 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate 
Births  to 

Total  Births  in 
Weston-s-Mare 

7-9 

8-2 

8-1 

8-3 

12-3 

61 

7-5 

6-4 

7-3 

5-7 

5-8 

Stillbirths 

The  registered  number  of  stillbirths  in  1951  was  12  (4  males  and 
8  females),  of  which  none  was  illegitimate,  thus  giving  a  stillbirth 
rate  of  22*5  per  1,000  total  births,  or  0*30  per  1,000  of  total  popula¬ 
tion. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  assigned  to 
the  Borough  by  the  Registrar-General  was  669  (298  males  and  371 
females).  This  is  41  more  than  in  1950,  and  gives  a  crude  death 
rate  of  16*9.  When  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  distribution,  to  make 
it  comparable  with  other  districts,  the  local  death  rate  was  12*1 
compared  with  12*5  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Death  Rates 


Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

England  and 
Wales 

12-9 

11-6 

121 

11-6 

11-4 

11-5 

120 

10-8 

11-7 

11-6 

12-5 

Crude  D.R., 
Weston-s-Mare 

140 

14-2 

14-6 

14-2 

15-3 

14-5 

15-9 

13-3 

15-5 

15-6 

16-9 
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Causes  of  Death 

1951 

Difference 
from  1950 
figures 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

1 

:  6 

—  5 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

—  1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- — 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— ■ 

_ 

— 

—  1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

—  1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic 
diseases 

2 

2 

+  1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

5 

12 

—  3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus 

14 

2 

16 

+  3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

11 

11 

;  i3. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

6 

6 

—  2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

28 

20 

48 

+  3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

7 

—  1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system . 

24 

76 

ICO 

4-  5 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

58 

31 

89 

+  24 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

14 

23 

+  10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

51 

86 

137 

—23 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

14 

20 

—  7 

22. 

Influenza 

6 

14 

20 

+  13 

23. 

Pneumonia 

11 

7 

18 

+  4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

13 

28 

+  3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  ... 

5 

4 

9 

+  4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

+  2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and 
diarrhoea 

1 

3 

4 

+  2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

7 

10 

—  2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

15 

— 

15 

+  10 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

D 

jL 

4 

—  1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

23 

33 

56 

—  3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

— 

6 

+  4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

1 

6 

7 

—  1 

35. 

Suicide  ...  . 

3 

8 

1 1 

+  5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes — Total  ... 

298 

371 

669 

+  41 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  : 

Total  . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

10 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1951 


Ages  at  Death 
in  Years 
Under  1 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65- 

Total  under 
70  years 

Males 

5 

1 

2 

5 

78 

38 

Females 

5 

1 

4 

1 

15 

67 

40 

Total 

10 

1 

5 

3 

20 

145 

78 

Difference  from 
1950 figures 

—  7 

—  3 
+  2 

—  2 
+  2 
+  31 
+  13 

—129 

—133 

—262 

+  36 

70— 

46 

47 

93 

+  1 

75— 

53 

63 

116 

+22 

80— 

38 

58 

96 

—12 

85— 

19 

45 

64 

—  7 

90— 

9 

20 

29 

—  3 

95—100  ... 

1 

8 

9 

+  4 

Total  70— 100  - 

years  ...  — 166  — 241  — 407  +  5 

Totals  ...  295  374  669  +41 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  puerperal  sepsis  or 
other  maternal  causes. 


Infant  Mortality 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  10  children  (5  boys  and 
5  girls)  under  the  age  of  1  year  died  during  1951.  Except  for  the 
year  1936,  when  9  deaths  were  reported,  this  is  the  lowest  number  of 
infant  deaths  occurring  in  the  town  in  any  year  since  records  were 
started,  and  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  19*2  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  32*5  in  1950.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
in  1936,  when  only  9  deaths  occurred  was  25*7  per  1,000  live  births. 
I  would  like  to  repeat,  however,  that  owing  to  the  comparatively 
small  numbers  involved,  there  will  probably  be  fairly  large  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  from  year  to  year.  Nevertheless, 
this  low  figure  in  1951  is  a  matter  to  be  proud  of,  and  reflects  the 
improving  standards  of  child  care  in  the  community. 

Of  the  infant  deaths,  .7  occurred  in  infants  under  4  weeks  old 
(Neonatal  Mortality  Rate — 13*4  per  1,000  live  births).  Half  of 
the  deaths  were  due  to  causes  present  at  birth.  The  table  on  page 
10  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  death  and  age  at  death. 
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Infant  Deaths,  1951 
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INQUESTS 


33  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  20  were  upon  residents  of  the  town,  and  13  on  non¬ 
residents.  In  addition  to  these,  8  inquests  were  held  elsewhere  on 
persons  normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  The  causes  of  death 
recorded  at  inquests  upon  residents  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Death 


Males  Females  Total 


Natural  Causes 


Accidents,  directly  or  indirectly  : — 

Falls  outside  the  home  ...  1 

Falls  in  the  home 
Poisoning,  Coal  Gas  ... 

Road  Accidents  ...  ...  5 

Drowning 

—  6 


3  3 

—  3  —  3 


1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

—14 


Suicide  : — 

Drowning 

Hanging 

Poisoning,  Coal  gas  ... 
Poisoning,  disinfectant 
Poisoning,  Barbiturate 


1 

2 


1 

1 

4 

1 

1 


2 

1 

6 

1 

1 
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POPULATION 


The  Registrar-General  gives  39,660  as  the  mid-year  estimate  of 
the  normal  resident  population  of  the  Borough  in  1951.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  mid-1950  was  40,210,  but  the  Registrar- 
General  points  out  that  as  the  estimates  for  mid-1950  and  earlier 
years  were  based  upon  different  data  from  that  available  for  mid- 
1951,  these  figures  are  not  strictly  comparable,  and  the  difference 
does  not  necessarily  reflect  the  true  change  in  the  populations  between 
the  two  mid-years.  On  Census  day,  the  8th  April,  1951,  the  pro- 


visional  number 

of  persons  enumerated  in  the 

town  was  ^ 

but  the  true  census  population  will 

not  be  known  until  1953. 

1939  ... 

35,280 

1946  ... 

38,890 

1940  ... 

40,810 

1947  ... 

39,590 

1941  ... 

44,500 

1948  ... 

39,710 

1942  ... 

41,250 

1949  ... 

39  830 

1943  ... 

38,100 

1950  ... 

40,210 

1944  ... 

37,930 

1951  ... 

39,660 

1945  ... 

37,470 
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II.  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospitals.  The  hospitals  providing  accommodation  and  treat¬ 
ment  for  residents  of  the  town  and  surrounding  districts  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  South-West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the 
Weston-super-Mare  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The 
hospitals  situated  in  the  town  are  : — 

Weston-super-Mare  General  Hospital. 

Ashcombe  House  Maternity  Hospital. 

Drove  Road  Hospital. 

Royal  West  of  England  Convalescent  Hospital. 


St.  Andrews  Church  1 
Bournville 

Church  Institute,  The 
Boulevard 
Baytree  Road 
Moorland  Road 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

[all,  Monday 

Tuesday 

...  Wednesday 
...  Thursday 


2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Church  Institute,  The  Boulevard,  Wednesday,  10  a.m. 

Church  Institute,  The  Boulevard  (Midwives’  Clinic)  Friday,  2.30  p.m 


School  Clinic 


Held  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  mornings  from  9  to 
11  a.m.  at  46  The  Boulevard.  A  doctor  is  in  attendance  on 
Tuesday  and  Saturday  morning. 


The  following  clinics  are  also  held  at  46  The  Boulevard 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  ...  Monday  and  Wednesday  a.m. 


Oculist’s  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Chest  Clinic 


Wednesday  p.m.  or  Friday  p.m. 
Thursday  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Thursday  a.m.  and  Friday  p.m. 
Tuesday  p.m.  and  Friday  a.m.  and 
p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  special  clinic  for  venereal  diseases  is  held  at  the  General 
Hospital,  on  Tuesday,  at  5  p.m. 


Neva  Road  Day  Nursery 

This  day  nursery,  which  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County 
Council,  has  places  for  33  children  from  the  age  of  9  months  to 
5  years.  Admission  is  granted  mainly  on  economic  grounds. 
Application  for  admission  should  be  made  to  the  Area  Medical 
Officer,  The  Town  Hall,  Weston-super-Mare. 
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Ambulance  Service.  The  County  Council  provides  an  Ambulance 
and  Hospital  Car  Service  through  the  agency  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  group  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  area  is  at  41  and  43  Oxford  Street,  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

First  Aid  Post  and  Centre  for  Lost  Children.  The  First  Aid  Post 
was  open  from  the  1st  June  to  the  17th  September,  and  also  for 
Whitsun  week-end,  the  12th  May  to  the  14th  May.  The  British 
Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  again  staffed 
the  post  on  alternate  weeks  from  11  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  on  weekdays, 
and  from  2  p.m.  to  8  p.m,  on  Sundays.  A  total  of  1.030  cases  were 
treated  during  the  season,  45  of  whom  were  referred  to  hospital 
for  further  treatment. 

The  Police  Matron  was  on  duty  at  the  Centre  for  Lost  Children 
from  the  1st  May  until  the  end  of  September.  During  the  season 
406  lost  children  were  cared  for  at  the  Centre,  of  whom  330  were 
under  seven  years  of  age. 

Health  Education.  Health  Education  by  means  of  posters  and 
the  distribution  of  leaflets  continued  through  the  year,  but  the  most 
effective  results  are  obtained  by  the  personal  teaching  of  the  Health 
Visitors  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  their  daily  work. 

A  Clean  Food  Exhibition  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  in  April. 
The  Exhibition  was  primarily  intended  for  the  benefit  of  members 
of  the  Catering  Trades,  especially  the  owners  and  employees  of 
hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes,  and  it  showed  all  aspects  of  the  hygiene 
of  food  handling.  About  2,000  people  attended  the  Exhibition 
during  the  four  days  on  which  it  was  open. 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  This  section 
provides  for  the  removal  to  a  suitable  place  of  persons  who  are  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  through  age  or  disease.  This  step  is 
only  taken,  of  course,  in  extreme  cases  where  the  person  concerned 
is  likely  to  suffer  injury  to  health  by  remaining  at  home,  or  where 
there  is  serious  nuisance  to  other  persons.  The  usefulness  of  this 
measure  in  urgent  cases,  however,  is  greatly  restricted  by  the  fact 
that  seven  clear  days  notice  has  to  be  given  to  the  person  whose 
removal  is  desired,  or  the  person  in  charge  of  him  or  her,  before 
any  action  can  be  taken  by  the  Court.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  where  removal  to  hospital  is  required  urgently,  the  practical 
use  of  this  section  is  very  restricted. 

On  the  1st  September,  however,  the  National  Assistance  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1951,  came  into  force,  and  this  gave  further  powers  to 
local  authorities  to  deal  expeditiously  with  such  persons.  Where 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  another  registered  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  certified  a  case  of  a  person  to  whom  Section  47  (1)  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  applied,  an  application  for  a  removal 
order  could  be  made  to  the  appropriate  court  of  summary  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  without  giving  the  necessary  seven  clear  days  notice.  This 
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measure  gave  the  desired  urgency  to  the  procedure  for  removal, 
and  by  chance,  a  few  days  after  the  Act  came  into  force,  a  suitable 
case  for  its  application  arose.  The  patient,  a  lady  age  60,  living 
by  herself,  was  found  to  be  living  in  the  most  appalling  conditions 
of  filth,  and  was  urgently  needing  medical  attention.  In  addition, 
no  food,  apart  from  a  very  small  piece  of  mouldy  bread,  was  found 
in  the  house.  She  refused  the  offer  of  admission  to  hospital,  and 
also  refused  medical  attention  from  her  private  doctor  at  home,  so 
it  was  decided  to  apply  this  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act 
for  her  compulsory  removal.  This  was  done,  the  necessary  legal 
procedure  being  completed  within  a  few  hours,  and  the  patient 
was  removed  to  hospital. 

This  was  the  only  case  occurring  during  the  year  which  required 
legal  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1951, 
but  as  in  previous  years,  there  were  a  few  other  instances  where  it 
was  thought  that  action  might  have  to  be  taken.  The  persons 
concerned,  however,  were  eventually  persuaded  to  go  into  hospital 
or  old  people’s  home  voluntarily. 


Cleansing  Station  and  Scabies  Clinic.  Owing  to  the  resignation 
of  the  Attendant  and  the  very  small  number  of  patients  requiring 
treatment,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and 
the  Clinic  was  closed  on  the  3rd  August,  1951.  During  the  period 
from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st  July,  22  patients  were  given  a  total 
of  65  treatments. 

Disposal  of  Refuse.  Controlled  tipping  on  the  site  at  Old  Junction 
Road  continued  successfully  as  in  previous  years.  Arrangements 
are  in  hand  for  the  purchase  of  more  land,  so  that  tipping  space  will 
be  ensured  for  at  least  another  20  years.  The  Paper  Salvage  Scheme 
was  started  again  in  1951,  and  showed  a  good  profit. 


Water  Supplies.  The  Banwell  Spring  supply  meets  normal 
demands  in  quantity  for  the  town,  but  requires  supplementing  from 
the  old  well  at  Milton  if  even  a  short  period  of  dry  weather  occurs 
during  the  summer  season.  During  the  past  few  years  the  Banwell 
Spring  appears  to  have  become  more  erratic  and  unpredictable  in 
its  output,  and  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  daily  con¬ 
sumption  is  very  high  owing  to  the  large  number  of  visitors  to  the 
town,  the  output  is  unfortunately  at  its  lowest  level.  When  a  period 
of  dry  weather  is  followed  by  heavy  rain,  two  or  even  three  weeks 
may  pass  before  the  output  of  the  Spring  rises.  In  July,  1951,  the 
usual  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  were  imposed,  but  were 
soon  removed.  Investigations  are  in  progress  regarding  a  proposed 
supply  from  the  Bristol  Water  Undertaking  to  supplement  the 
Banwell  Spring. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  also  very  variable,  and  there  is  fre¬ 
quent  contamination  from  the  gathering  grounds.  The  exact  limits 
of  the  gathering  grounds  are  unknown,  owing  to  the  labyrinthine 
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nature  of  the  geology  of  the  Mendip  Hills,  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  gathering  grounds  consists  of  highly  cultivated 
agricultural  land.  Frequent  checking  of  both  the  raw  water  supply 
at  the  source  and  the  “  treated  ”  water  after  going  into  supply  is 
therefore  essential.  During  the  year,  58  samples  of  raw  water 
were  examined  bacteriologically,  and  of  these  only  25  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  the  remaining  33  samples  being  unsatisfactory. 
85  samples  of  water  after  chloramination  were  all  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  7  chemical  analyses  of  water  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  these  were  satisfactory.  The  water  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

11,428  houses,  representing  a  population  of  45,712,  are  supplied 
directly  from  the  public  mains,  and  3  houses,  representing  12  persons, 
obtain  their  water  supplies  from  standpipes.  There  are  no  houses 
in  the  Borough  obtaining  their  water  supply  from  a  well. 

The  following  extensions  of  the  public  water  supplies  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

New  12in.  Main,  Hill  Road — Summerlands  Estate  600  linear  yds 
6in.  and  3in.  Mains,  Summerlands  Estate  ...  300  linear  yds 

Future  proposals  for  the  extension  of  water  supplies  are  : — 

Approximate  cost 

1.  Bournville  Estate — mains  for  Housing  Site  No.  10  £8,342 

12in.  Main,  Summerlands  to  Waterworks  ...  ...  £4,560 

4in.  Mains,  New  Bristol  Road  ...  ...  ...  £1,195 

2.  New  6in.  and  4in.  Mains,  Milton  Road 

(Hill  Road  to  Waterworks)  .  ...  £7,125 

Improvement  in  the  present  delivery  periods  for  cast  iron  pipes 
is  essential,  however,  to  allow  future  proposals  to  proceed. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  With  the  exception  of  parts  of  Bleadon 
and  Oldmixon,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  with  main 
drainage.  During  the  year,  4,100  yards  of  6in. — 24in.  diameter 
soil  and  surface  water  sewers  were  laid  on  the  Summerlands  Estate 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  £11,100,  and  200  yards  of  6in. — 24in. 
diameter  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  on  the  Bournville  Estate, 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  £4,500. 

Future  proposals  are  the  enlargement  of  the  Uphill  Pumping 
Station  at  a  cost  of  £17,000,  and  the  main  drainage  scheme  for  the 
town  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £600,000. 


Housing.  The  erection  of  new  houses  continued  during  the  year, 
but  at  a  slow  rate  compared  with  previous  years.  Only  56  perman¬ 
ent  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 
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Houses  erected 

Houses  in  course  of 

Conversion  to  Flats 

during  year 

erection 

or  Dwellings 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Local 

Authority  41 

— 

112 

— 

— 

— - 

Private 

enterprise  1 5 

- — - 

2 

— 

21 

— 

Total  56 

— 

114 

— 

21 

The  total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  in  the  Borough 
is  now  1010  (Local  Authority  857,  Private  Enterprise  153).  The 
total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  1,178.  The  programme  for  1952  provides  for  the  erection  of 
94  housing  units,  57  to  be  erected  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  37 
by  Private  Enterprise. 
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III.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Measles  and  influenza  reached  epidemic  proportions  during  1951, 
the  measles  epidemic  producing  more  than  500  cases  between  April 
and  June,  while  the  influenza  epidemic  in  January  caused  wide¬ 
spread  domestic  upset  and  dislocation  of  industry.  The  prevalence 
of  dysentery  due  to  ‘  Shigella  Sonnei  ’  also  caused  anxiety.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  the  town  was  fortunate  in  that  no  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

In  March,  1951,  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Drove  Road  was  con¬ 
verted  to  a  Geriatric  Unit,  and  from  that  date,  all  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  requiring  admission  to  hospital  were  admitted  to  Ham 
Green  Hospital,  Bristol. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1951 


Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

■ — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

8 

5 

— 

Measles  . 

584 

3 

—  ■ 

Whooping  cough . 

94 

■ — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

20 

— 

— 

Gastro-enteritis  . 

— • 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning . 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

1 

- - 

- - 

typhoid)  ...  . 

2 

2 

— ■ 

Pneumonia  (all  types)  . 

10 

1 

10 

Meningococcal  Infection 

■ — - 

1 

— • 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— • 

Smallpox  . 

— • 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

53 

— 

6 

T uberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) . . . 

5 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  1951,  and 
since  the  end  of  the  war  only  four  cases  have  been  notified  in  the 
town.  No  deaths  have  occurred  from  the  disease  since  1942. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  infant  welfare  clinics  and  by 
private  doctors  continued  through  the  year,  and  387  children  under 
5  years  of  age  received  primary  immunisation  :  31  children  in  the 
age  group  5  to  14  years  received  primary  immunisation,  and  433 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  received  reinforcing  doses. 

In  addition  66  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  received  diphtheria 
immunisation  in  combination  with  whooping  cough  immunisation. 
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It  is  disturbing  to  note  that,  as  the  years  pass,  the  number  of 
children  receiving  diphtheria  immunisation  seems  to  be  dropping. 
The  result  is  that  the  proportion  of  the  child  population  who  are 
immunised  is  falling,  and  there  is  a  chance  that  diphtheria  may 
return  as  an  epidemic  disease.  The  only  way  to  keep  it  at  bay  is 
to  keep  a  high  proportion  of  the  child  population  immunised  against 
the  disease.  Parents  are  apt  to  think  that  as  they  do  not  see  the 
disease  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  prevalent  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  their  children  immunised.  This  is 
a  very  dangerous  idea,  and  it  should  be  emphasised  that  immunisa¬ 
tion  is  still  essential. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  diphtheria  will  not  return  in  epidemic 
form,  it  is  essential  that  not  less  than  75  per  cent  of  babies  are 
immunised  before  their  first  birthday.  It  has  been  estimated  that, 
in  the  country  as  a  whole,  only  28  per  cent  of  the  number  of  children 
reaching  the  age  of  one  year  during  1951  were  immunised. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Year 

cases 

deaths 

Remarks 

1900 

17 

5 

1910 

14 

1 

1920 

68 

5 

1930 

52 

2 

1940 

51 

3 

1941 

1942 

109 

18 

6 

1 

j  Immunisation  campaign  started. 

1943 

14 

— 

1944 

5 

— 

1945 

2 

— 

1946 

1 

— 

This  case  was  not  ordinary  diphtheria 

of  the  throat,  but  infection  of  a 
wound  by  the  diphtheria  germ. 

1947 

2 

— 

1948 

NO  CASE 

1949 

1 

— 

Organism  not  isolated. 

1950 

NO  CASE 

1951 

NO  CASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

27  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  1951,  three  cases 
being  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease, 
and  all  the  cases  were  mild. 


Erysipelas 

There  were  no  notifications  of  erysipelas  during  the  year,  and  this 
disease,  which  was  greatly  feared  in  pre-war  years,  is  now  largely 
under  control  because  of  the  advances  in  treatment  by  drugs  of  the 
sulphonamide  and  penicillin  groups. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Eight  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  four  of  these  were  due  to  a  small  outbreak  of  puerperal 
sepsis  in  Ashcombe  House  Maternity  Hospital  during  the  third 
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week  in  July.  These  four  cases  occurred  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other,  and  were  removed  to  Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital.  Bac¬ 
teriological  investigation  showed  that  three  of  the  patients  were 
infected  with  streptococcus  haemolyticus  Group  A,  type  2/25, 
while  the  fourth  patient  was  found  to  be  harbouring  a  haemolytic 
staphylococcus.  Nose  and  throat  swabbing  of  the  remaining 
patients,  nursing  staff,  and  doctors  in  attendance,  was  carried  out, 
but  although  streptococci  were  found  in  the  throats  of  some  of  the 
nursing  staff,  these  streptococci  were  not  Group  A,  therefore  could 
not  be  the  source  of  infection. 

The  hospital  was  closed  for  admissions  for  one  week,  while  investi¬ 
gations  were  proceeding  and  thorough  disinfection  of  the  wards 
was  carried  out.  After  re-opening,  no  further  cases  of  puerperal 
infection  occurred. 

There  are  two  possible  explanations  for  the  bacteriological  results 
— either  (a)  the  nose  and  throat  swabs  of  patients  and  staff  failed 
to  pick  up  the  offending  streptococcus,  or  (b)  the  source  of  infection 
may  have  been  a  patient  who  was  discharged  during  the  incubation 
period  of  the  infection. 


Measles 

The  usual  biennial  epidemic  occurred  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months  of  the  year,  and  during  the  whole  year  584  cases 
were  notified.  The  epidemic  started  in  March,  and  built  up  to  a 
peak  in  early  June:  during  the  week  ending  the  2nd  June,  61  cases 
were  notified.  After  this  date  the  number  of  cases  notified  dropped 
rapidly,  and  from  the  end  of  August  until  the  end  of  the  year  no 
cases  were  notified.  This  epidemic,  although  severe,  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  same  number  of  cases  as  in  1949,  when  953  cases  were 
notified.  Of  the  584  cases  notified  only  three  were  admitted  to 
Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 


Notifications  of  Measles  since  1940 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Notifications 

459 

495 

10 

373 

30 

783 

5 

263 

157 

953 

78 

584 

Deaths 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

94  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the  year,  com¬ 
pared  with  115  in  1950.  None  of  these  cases  was  admitted  to 
hospital.  As  in  1950,  the  disease  occurred  throughout  the  year, 
and  showed  no  epidemic  form,  the  highest  number  of  cases  occurring 
in  any  one  week  being  nine.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  figure 
of  notified  cases  does  not  indicate  the  true  prevalence  of  disease, 
and  very  many  cases  occur  without  being  officially  notified. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  continued,  and  during 
the  year  66  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  received  whooping 
cough  immunisation  in  conjunction  with  diphtheria  immunisation. 
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Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

We  were  fortunate  in  Weston-super-Mare  that  no  cases  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 


Dysentery 

20  notifications  of  dysentery  were  received  during  the  year,  the 
majority  of  these  occurring  in  an  outbreak  at  Neva  Road  Day 
Nursery  in  May.  The  source  of  infection  here  was  probably  a  small 
boy  who  was  found  to  have  diarrhoea.  He  was  excluded  as  soon 
as  this  was  noticed,  but  unfortunately  several  children  were  already 
infected,  and  the  disease  spread  rapidly  among  the  rest  of  the 
children.  Specimens  of  stools  from  all  children  and  staff  were 
examined,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Children 

Staff 


No.  actually  in 
Nursery 


16 

8 


No.  found  to  be  infected 
with  Shig.  Sonnei 


13 

Nil 


The  Day  Nursery  was  closed  for  two  weeks,  and  all  the  children 
found  to  be  infected  were  treated  at  home,  being  allowed  back  to  the 
Nursery  only  after  the  stools  were  found  free  of  infection.  One 
child,  however,  persisted  as  a  carrier,  and  it  was  only  after  a  period 
of  three  months  that  he  was  allowed  back  to  the  Nursery.  The 
number  of  children  attending  the  Nursery  at  the  time  of  the  out¬ 
break  was  small,  owing  to  the  measles  epidemic  which  was  in  progress 
at  the  same  time. 

Other  cases  notified  were  found  to  be  in  family  groups,  and 
although  the  notifications  during  the  year  numbered  only  20,  it  is 
probable  that  the  total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  town  was 
very  high.  Many  had  only  slight  symptoms,  and  probably  did  not 
call  in  their  own  doctor,  but  such  cases  are  dangerous  as  they  are 
liable  to  pass  on  the  disease  to  other  persons.  In  all  the  cases 
where  bacteriological  examination  was  done,  the  infecting  organism 
was  found  to  be  Shig.  Sonnei. 


Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year, 
and  there  were  no  reports  of  any  outbreak  arising  from  a  restaurant, 
cafe,  or  hotel. 


Enteric  Fever 

Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  B  infection  occurred  in  June.  Both 
cases  occurred  within  a  fortnight  of  each  other,  and  both  were 
children,  the  first  being  a  boy  of  three  living  at  home,  and  the 
second  a  girl  of  13  boarding  at  a  large  girls’  school.  No  connection 
between  the  cases  could  be  traced,  and  routine  investigation  of 
contacts,  and  milk,  water  and  food  supplies,  gave  negative  results. 
Both  children  made  a  good  recovery,  and  fortunately  no  secondary 
cases  occurred. 
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The  cases  are  of  interest  as  part  of  the  investigation  into  the  source 
of  the  infections  included  the  examination  of  the  faeces  of  pet 
tortoises.  In  both  cases  a  pet  tortoise  was  found  to  harbour  an 
organism  which  was  at  first  reported  from  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  as  being  Salmonella  paratyphosi  B.  This  naturally  created 
considerable  speculation  as  to  the  tortoises  being  the  source  of  the 
infection,  but  further  very  detailed  investigation  at  the  Central 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  London  showed  that  the  organisms, 
although  very  similar  to  the  Paratyphoid  B  organisms,  had  a  slightly 
different  antigenic  structure,  and  therefore  could  not  possibly  be 
the  source  of  the  infection.  The  organisms  isolated  from  the  tortoises 
were,  in  fact,  probably  harmless  to  man.  The  real  source  of  infec¬ 
tion  in  both  cases  was  not  found. 


Pneumonia 

The  number  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  during  the  year  was 
only  10,  yet  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  was  18.  These 
figures  again  show  that  notification  of  pneumonia  serves  no  useful 
purpose. 

Influenza 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  epidemic  influenza  was  widespread 
in  the  country.  The  epidemic  started  in  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
area  (probably  imported  by  sea  passengers  from  Scandinavia),  and 
quickly  spread  southwards  through  the  country. 

Influenza  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  and  therefore  the  real  incidence 
of  the  disease  is  difficult  to  assess,  but  the  following  table  gives  an 
indication  of  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  Weston-super-Mare.  It 
shows  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  for  the  first  four  weeks  of  the 
year,  and  for  comparison,  the  figures  for  the  same  period  in  1950 
are  also  given,  It  does  not  mean,  of  course,  that  all  these  claims 
for  sickness  were  due  to  influenza,  but  it  can  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  majority  of  them  were  due  to  this  cause. 


W/E 


1950 

1951 

3rd  January  : 

145 

W/E  2nd  January  : 

198 

10th  January  : 

138 

9th  January  : 

334 

17th  January  : 

140 

16th  January  : 

445 

24th  January  : 

127 

23rd  January  : 

568 

Meningococcal  Infection 

No  cases  of  meningococcal  infection  were  officially  notified  in 
1951,  but  one  child  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  the  infection. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  one  case  was  notified  in  1951. 

Tuberculosis 

Forty-nine  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  5  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the  year. 
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In  addition,  4  cases  were  restored  to  the  register,  following  the 
return  of  the  patients  to  the  district.  There  were  6  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


( 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

No.  of  cases  on  register  on  1.1.51 

97 

98 

24 

13 

121 

111 

Registered  new  cases  in  1951 

27 

22 

5 

— 

32 

22 

Cases  previously  removed  from  the 
register  and  returned  in  1951 

2 

2 

— 

■ — 

2 

2 

126 

122 

29 

13 

155 

135 

Cases  removed  from  register  in  1951  ... 

19 

22 

— 

2 

19 

24 

No.  of  cases  on  register  on  3 1 . 1 2.5 1  ... 

107 

100 

29 

11 

136 

111 

Age  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  in  1951. 


Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

. . .  — 

1 

- — -  — 

5— 

...  2 

3 

2  — 

15— 

...  3 

8 

—  — 

25— 

...  9 

5 

1 

35— 

...  5 

1 

- — -  — 

45— 

...  4 

3 

—  — 

55— 

...  5 

1 

2  — 

65— 

...  1 

2 

—  — 

29 

24 

5  — 

From  the  29th  January  to  the  16th  February  a  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  from  the  South-West  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the 
town.  The  response  was  very  satisfactory,  and  3,710  people  had  a 
miniature  X-Ray  film  of  the  chest  taken.  The  results  of  the  survey 
are  tabulated  below  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  examined  (miniature  film) 

1690 

2020 

3710 

Number  recalled  for  further  X-Ray  (large  film) 

119 

81 

200 

Number  who  did  not  attend  for  further  X-Ray 

2 

1 

3 

Analysis  of  significant  cases  : — 

Non-tuberculous  abnormalities 

30 

21 

51 

Inactive  tuberculosis 

18 

8 

26 

Active  tuberculosis  ... 

17 

8 

25 
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Age  Distribution  of  Tuberculosis  cases  detected 


Under 

1 5  years 

1 5—24 
years 

25—34 

years 

35—44 

years 

45—59 

years 

60  years 
and  over 

Total 

Active  tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Males 

1 

2 

5 

5 

4 

17 

Females  . . . 

— 

2 

- 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Inactive  tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Males 

2 

4 

5 

3 

4 

18 

Females  . . . 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

8 

Total 

1 

7 

1 1 

16 

11 

5 

51 

Disposal  of  Tuberculosis  cases  detected 


No  action 

To  patient's 
own  doctor 

To  Tuberculosis 
Dispensery 

lo  Sanatorium 

Inactive  Tuberculosis  ... 

8 

11 

7 

— 

Active  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

17 

7 

) 

Mass  Radiography  is  a  most  valuable  instrument  in  the  early 
diagnosis  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  can  detect  the  disease 
before  the  appearance  of  any  symptoms.  Treatment  can  therefore 
be  started  at  a  stage  when  hope  of  a  successful  result  can  be  achieved. 

Smallpox  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  town  during  1951,  but 
several  contacts  of  the  disease  were  kept  under  observation.  These 
contacts  were  passengers  on  the  liner,  “  Strathmore,”  which  docked 
at  Tilbury  from  India  with  a  case  of  smallpox  on  board.  The 
contacts  were  re-vaccinated  and  kept  under  observation  for  the 
statutory  period. 

176  primary  vaccinations  and  230  re-vaccinations  against  smallpox 
were  carried  out  by  private  general  practitioners  in  the  Borough 
during  1951.  The  following  table,  giving  the  age  distribution  of 
persons  vaccinated  shows  that  only  116  children  under  the  age  of 
1  year  received  primary  vaccination.  (Number  of  live  births  in 
1951  =  521). 


Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  1951 


Age  Groups 

Unc 

er  1 

1—4 

5- 

-14 

1 5  &  over 

Totals 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

Weston-super-Mare 

116 

0 

13 

4 

7 

8 

40 

218 

176 

230 

Somerset  County 

2210 

4 

335 

33 

195 

175 

330 

1227 

3070 

1439 

P — Primary  vaccination 
R — Re-vaccination 
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IV.  SANITARY  WORK 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 

The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
administration  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1951. 

The  Department  has  been  active  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses  and 
the  closure  of  the  whole  or  parts  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
As  in  previous  years,  the  worst  houses  have  been  dealt  with  by 
individual  closure  or  demolition,  but  it  must  be  realized  that  a  con¬ 
tinual  process  of  decay  is  taking  place  in  many  properties,  and  unless 
a  vigorous  line  of  action  is  taken  in  ensuring  the  prompt  repair  of 
such  buildings,  they  will  inevitably  deteriorate  into  a  condition 
where  demolition  is  the  only  way  of  dealing  with  them. 

In  the  field  of  food  hygiene,  a  Clean  Food  Campaign  was  opened 
with  a  varied  programme.  An  immense  amount  of  advisory  work 
has  been  carried  out  at  food  premises  during  the  year,  and  although 
a  lot  of  good  work  has  been  achieved,  a  great  deal  still  remains  to  be 
done.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  emphasis  on  clean  food  pro- 
aganda  must  be  mainly  directed  towards  improving  the  personal 
cleanliness  factor  in  food  handling.  Full  use  is  made  of  the  excellent 
facilities  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  food,  water,  ice-cream 
and  milk. 

I  again  wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Water 
Committee,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  other  Chief 
Officers  and  their  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance.  The 
pressure  of  work  during  the  year  was  exceedingly  heavy,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  greatly  indebted  to  all  members  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  for 
the  splendid  work  they  have  put  in,  and  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  it  was  carried  out. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  A.  STEPHENSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS 

Sanitary  Notices  served .  ...  43 

HOUSING 

To-day,  the  repair  of  houses  is  of  prime  importance,  and  will 
remain  so  for  many  years  to  come.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Council 
to  ensure  that  dwelling  houses  within  the  Borough  are  maintained 
in  such  a  condition  as  to  make  them  fit  for  human  habitation, 
and  no  effort  is  spared  in  endeavouring  to  secure  such  repairs.  Much 
has  been  done  during  the  past  few  years,  but  as  the  result  of  the  low 
standard  of  maintenance  of  house  property  during  the  war  years, 
much  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  scarcity  of  materials  and  the 
reluctance  of  some  owners  in  carrying  out  repairs  has  caused  the 
department  many  headaches. 

The  complaints  received  during  the  year  numbered  118.  Every 
complaint  is  thoroughly  investigated,  no  matter  how  trivial  it  may 
appear,  for  often  upon  enquiries  being  made  into  a  trivial  matter, 
a  major  defect  or  nuisance  is  often  found  that  requires  immediate 
attention. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 


The  following  action  was  taken  : — 


Treatments  —  Primary  ...  ...  ...  14 

Secondary  ...  ...  6 

Preventive  ...  ...  3 

To  rooms  ...  ...  54 


The  agents  used  for  disinfestation  are 

(1)  Ris  ;  (2)  Killgercide  ;  (3)  Zaldecide  ;  (4)  D.D.T.  ;  (5)  the  use  of 
fumigants  in  conjunction  with  the  above  preparations. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Three  complaints  were  received  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

The  important  work  of  smoke  abatement  received  close  attention, 
and  whilst  no  action  was  taken  which  could  be  construed  as  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  proper  working  of  industry,  every  effort  has  been 
made,  in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  and  the 
firms  concerned,  to  abate  and  prevent  the  emission  of  smoke.  This, 
together  with  information  given  to  boiler  firemen  on  methods  of 
correct  firing  of  boilers,  has  had  the  desired  effect. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  emphasises  the 
duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  secure, 
as  far  as  practicable,  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and 
mice.  Occupiers  must  notify  the  Local  Authority  if  their  premises 
are  infested  with  rodents.  It  is  encouraging  to  record  that  occupiers 
of  infested  premises  have  been  extremely  helpful  in  co-operating 
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with  the  Department  in  the  clearance  of  vermin  and  in  no  instance 
has  recourse  to  statutory  action  been  necessary. 

Maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  results 
indicate  that  the  action  was  effective. 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
( includ¬ 
ing 

Business 

and 

Industrial 

Total 

i.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District  (Notes  1  &  2) 

33 

11,173 

12-1 

610 

11,937 

ii.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  during  1951  as  a  res- 
i  ult  (a)  of  notification  or  (b) 

otherwise  (Notes  1,  2.  and 
3) 

(a)  2 

466 

— 

28 

496 

(b)  12 

41 

44 

298 

396 

hi.  Number  of  properties 
(under  n)  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats  (Notes  1,  2 
and  3) 

Major 
Minor  8 

118 

21 

168 

iv.  Number  of  properties 
(under  n)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 
(Notes  1,  2  and  3) 

1 

389 

7 

397 

v.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (under  hi  and  iv) 
treated  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority.  (Notes  1,2  &  3) 

9 

507 

28 

544 

vi.  Number  of  notices  served 
tinder  Section  4  : — 

(1)  Treatment  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing)  . 

1 

22 

— 

3 

26 

Total 

1 

22 

— 

3 

26 

vii.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow¬ 
ing  issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

viii.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

ix.  Number  of  “  block  con¬ 
trol  ”  schemes  carried  out 

12 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1937 


1.  INSPECTION  FOR  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

126 

1  1 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

208 

93 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authorities  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises)  . 

— 

_ 

--  . 

Total  . 

334 

104 

5 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

1 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective . 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

2 

2 

2 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  . 

1 

1 

1 

Total  . 

7 

5 

6 

OUTWORK — Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110(1) 

Section 

111 

Notices 

Served 

Wearing  apparel  (making,  etc.) . 

11 

Furniture  and  Upholstery  . 

2 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

3 

— 

Total  . 

16 

— 
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OPEN  FRONTED  SHOPS 

The  number  of  shops  displaying  foodstuffs  outside,  and  without 
adequate  protection  from  contamination  by  dust,  dirt  and  other 
filth  has  decreased.  All  butchers’  shops  now  have  protection  either 
by  means  of  front  glass  window,  or  by  refrigerated  cabinet  displays. 

Fish  shops  are  now  receiving  attention  from  the  department  and 
it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  all  wet  fish  will  be  displayed  behind 
glass  windows  or  in  display  cabinets. 

In  the  case  of  other  foodstuffs,  such  as  cabbages,  potatoes,  carrots, 
etc.,  the  shopkeepers  have  been  advised  not  to  display  the  same  less 
than  18  inches  from  pavement  level,  so  as  to  prevent  contamination 
by  dogs. 

Byelaws.  The  Byelaws  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  were  adopted  by  the 
Borough  Council  and  came  into  operation  on  the  1 6th  August, 
1950. 

In  order  that  those  engaged  in  the  food  trades  should  be  aware 
of  the  new  requirements,  a  Clean  Food  Exhibition  was  held  at  the 
Town  Hall  from  the  3rd  to  the  6th  April.  An  invitation  and  a 
copy  of  the  Byelaws  were  sent  to  various  traders  and  shopkeepers, 
and  the  response  to  our  efforts  was  well  worth  while.  Many 
improvements  have  been  recorded  in  shops,  being  the  outcome  of 
our  demonstrations.  The  exhibition  was  followed  up  by  visits 
to  give  practical  advice  and  to  discuss  any  points  needing  clarifica¬ 
tion. 


HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS 

There  are  12  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  and  regular 
inspections  are  necessary  to  see  that  the  Byelaws  are  complied  with. 

The  arrival  of  a  number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  the  form  of 
trailer  caravans  and  often  of  motor  buses  on  or  off  wheels  is  causing 
considerable  embarrassment,  particularly  when  the  occupants 
demonstrate  every  sign  of  settling  down  to  permanent  residence. 
Converted  motor  buses  and  small  gipsy-type  caravans  are  not  suitable 
for  stationary  use,  first,  because  of  the  lack  of  headroom,  and 
secondly  because  of  unsightliness.  The  cause  of  the  tremendous 
increase  in  the  use  of  caravans  in  recent  years  is  due  to  (a)  the  need 
of  a  home  by  the  homeless,  due  to  shortage  of  dwelling  houses,  and 
(b)  the  desire  for  an  inexpensive  holiday,  particularly  by  those 
families  with  young  children,  who  find  accommodation  difficult 
to  obtain,  and  when  available,  too  expensive.  These  people  find 
the  stationary  caravan  situated  near  to  the  sea  an  answer  to  their 
need. 

If  a  district  is  to  preserve  its  amenities,  there  must  be  a  constant 
watch  to  see  that  the  establishment  of  temporary  dwellings  of  all 
kinds  is  controlled  at  the  outset.  In  view  of  the  modern  outlook 
as  to  the  essential  requirements  of  a  dwelling  house,  the  caravan 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  adequate  substitute  for  a  house,  and  this 
is  particularly  the  case  where  there  are  children  in  the  family. 
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The  Standard  Motor  Company,  Coventry,  organised  a  fourth 
holiday  camp  on  land  in  Windwhistle  Lane,  Weston-super-Mare. 
No  complaints  were  received  by  the  Health  Department,  and  the 
standard  of  efficiency  reached  was  outstandingly  good. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  in  the  Borough,  namely  gut 
scraping.  This  is  carried  on  in  a  building  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 
which  is  kept  under  observation  by  the  Resident  Abattoir  Super¬ 
intendent.  No  nuisance  was  recorded. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
Nuisances  or  complaints 
Work  ordered 
Work  in  progress 

Drainage  : — 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings 

Water  tests  at  existing  buildings 

Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  drains 

Drain  inspections 

Dwelling  houses  : — 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
Inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Reg.  1925 
Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . 

Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  ... 
Housing  Inspections  (re  miscellaneous  matters) 

Houses  inspected  before  tenants  enter  Council  Houses 
Houses  inspected  re  vermin 

Houses  re-inspected  re  vermin  . 

Houses  inspected  re  overcrowding 

Housing  (Overcrowding  Act,  1935  Re  Form  B) 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  ... 
Interviews  with  Agents,  Owners  and  Contractors,  etc 
Factories  Inspections— Power 

Non-Power 

Bakehouses 

Outworkers 

Shops  Act  inspections 

Dairies  and  milk  shops 

Ice  Cream  Shops  and  Premises 

Butchers’ Shops  and  Abattoirs 

Food  Shops  and  Food  Premises 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

Inspections  of  Stables  and  Piggeries 


8,660 

634 

1,316 

515 


5 

36 

28 

141 


212 

669 

1,304 

1,350 

4 

206 

59 

72 

17 

8 

7 

1 

158 

1,013 

93 

11 

53 

22 

14 

238 

127 

655 

504 

554 

68 
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Inspections  of  Public  and  Private  Refuse  Tips  ...  403 

Refuse  Bin  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Visits  re  Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  to  Public  Buildings  (Including  Licensed  Amuse¬ 
ment  Premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  996 

Samples  : — Swimming  Bath  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Drinking  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Food  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

IceCream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Milk  . . . .  134 

Cesspool  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Petrol  Store  Inspections  ...  ...  .  ...  33 

Housing  Survey  for  re-housing  .  ...  ...  79 

Visits  re  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  ...  36 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  . .  ...  ...  97 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

WORK  DONE 

Houses  closed  under  “  undertaking  ”  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  repaired  (Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  .  .  145 

Houses  repaired  informally  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ..  131 

Houses  repaired  formally  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ..  14 

Houses  cleansed  and  decorated  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  9 

Rooms  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  96 

Rooms  repaired  or  stripped  and  retiled  or  reslated  ...  85 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Skirtings,  etc,,  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  19 

Doors  repaired  or  new  ones  fixed  . .  . ,  .  ,  , .  25 

Stairs  renewed  or  repaired  . .  .  .  , ,  . ,  . .  5 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  . .  .  .  . .  . .  27 

Ventilations  and/or  lighting  improved  . .  . .  . ,  3 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  or  stripped  . .  45 

Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  30 

Rain  water  cisterns  repaired,  abolished  or  new  fixed  .  .  4 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  .  .  . .  . .  11 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  repaired  or  re-built  .  .  .  .  11 

Earth  banks  removed  from  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp-proof  courses  inserted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Floor  timbers  treated  for  dry  rot  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Yards  paved,  repaired  or  re-laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Vermin  :  Houses,  etc.  treated  for  primary  infestation  or 

for  precautionary  measures  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Refuse  bins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Overcrowding  : — Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  7 

Cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animals  and  Poultry  : — Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  8 

Premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  7 
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Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  : — 
Premises  dealt  with  .  . 


Drainage  : — 

Drains  re-laid  at  existing  houses 
Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired 
Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated  .  . 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  drainage 
Additional  drains  provided 
New  drain  inspection  chambers  provided 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  water  closets 
Additional  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed 
New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed 
New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed  . . . 

New  baths  fixed 
New  lavatory  basins  fixed 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  fixed 
Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated 
Cesspools  abolished 
Ditches  and  back  lanes  cleansed 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 
Smoke  or  fumes  :  Nuisances  abated  or  complaints  deal 
with 

Shops  Act  :  Washing  facilities  provided 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfections,  etc.  : — 


Rooms 

Articles 

Tuberculosis 

39 

281 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

220 

Pneumonia 

2 

16 

Paratyphoid 

4 

45 

Measles 

7 

37 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

2 

17 

Cancer 

8 

149 

Non-notifiable 

49 

1,050 

Ringworm 

•  •  • 

14 

Scabies 

•  •  • 
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Vermin 

38 

43 

171 

1,904 

565 


31 

47 

27 

7 

10 

19 
7 
9 

11 

34 

42 

11 

18 

3 
9 

45 

6 

2 

4 

20 

3 

3 

5 


DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SHOPS 

During  the  year  the  number  of  distributors  of  loose  milk  has 
been  greatly  reduced,  the  tendency  being  to  bottle  all  milk,  which 
is  to  the  good.  There  has  been  a  steady  and  consistent  progress 
in  dairy  practice  for  a  number  of  years,  and  many  premises  once 
regarded  as  suitably  constructed  for  use  as  a  dairy  are  now  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  out  of  date  in  accordance  with  present  day  requirements. 
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The  following  licences  were  granted  : — 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  17  7 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  17  4 

Accredited 


Particulars  of  Register 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

No.  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  .  ...  ...  52 


Milk  Sampling 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  tested 

49 

40 

9 

Pasteurised 

39 

38 

1 

Biological  Sampling: 

No.  Taken  46,  Negative  Results  46,  Positive  Results  — . 

DRINKING  WATER 

29  samples  of  water  from  domestic  taps  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Taunton, 
for  bacteriological  analysis. 

SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

96  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  from  the  open  air  swimming 
pool  and  the  Knightstone  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  and  91  were  found  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  purity. 
Periodical  testing  of  water  during  daytime  for  chlorine  was  carried 
out  with  satisfactory  results.  These  samples  and  tests  were  carried 
out  at  odd  times  of  the  day,  particularly  during  peak  hours.  The 
approximate  number  of  bathers  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  150,000 

Knightstone  Baths  . . .  .  120,000 

ICE  CREAM 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  this  year  compared  with 
previous  years  in  the  laboratory  results.  This  is  mainly  due  to 
constant  inspection  and  close  supervision  of  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream,  together  with  general  improvement  in  the  hygienic 
standards  of  premises.  The  proper  use  of  steam  is  an  excellent 
means  of  achieving  satisfactory  sterilisation,  and  this  is  stressed 
in  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  results.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if 
the  principles  involved  are  fully  appreciated.  It  has  often  been 
noticed  when  steam  is  being  used  on  exposed  surfaces,  that 
insufficient  has  been  applied,  so  that  volumes  of  vapour  have 
enveloped  the  room,  but  the  equipment  being  treated  is  raised  very 
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little  above  atmospheric  temperature.  This,  of  course,  is  useless, 
as  it  leaves  the  organisms  untouched,  and  by  discharging  excessive 
moisture  into  the  atmosphere  of  the  room,  will  ultimately  have  an 
adverse  effect  on  machinery. 

Personal  hygiene  is  an  essential  step  to  ensure  that  contamination 
of  ice  cream  is  prevented.  In  the  usual  type  of  factory  there  are 
various  points  at  which  the  ice  cream  is  accessible  to  the  staff  and 
care  should  be  observed  in  preventing  contamination  by  personal 
cleanliness. 


Number  of  premises  registered  : — 


(a)  Manufacture  and  retail 

...  161 

(b)  Manufacture  only  . 

7 

(c)  Retail  only  . 

...  154 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  was  201,  and 
they  were  graded  as  follows  : — 

Hot  Mix 

Grade  1  162 

Grade  2  22 

Grade  3  ...  ...  6 

Grade  4  9 


Cold  Mix 
2 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL 


Cysticercus  Bovis:  114  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  (1T3  per  cent 
of  carcases  examined),  were  diagnosed  during  the  year.  If  sources 
of  infestation  were  traced  with  their  subsequent  removal  a  positive 
public  health  service  would  thereby  be  rendered.  Records  are 
kept  and  useful  information  can  be  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  by  the  department,  provided  sufficient  staff 
are  available  to  follow  up  these  cases.  By  carrying  out  these 
practical  measures,  the  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  would  event¬ 
ually  be  brought  down  to  a  minimum. 

Casualties:  Considerable  anxiety  has  been  felt  at  the  number 
of  casualties  being  brought  to  the  Abattoir.  Little  is  known  of 
their  history  and  this  may  prove  dangerous.  It  is  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  that  no  casualty  be  admitted  unless  accompanied  by  a 
veterinary  surgeon’s  certificate  stating  in  full  why  emergency 
slaughter  is  necessary. 

Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat:  The  vehicles  engaged  in  the 
transport  of  meat  from  the  Public  Abattoir  to  the  various  pools 
are  kept  in  a  reasonably  good  condition.  They  are  of  the  closed-in, 
hanging  type  of  approved  pattern.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  clothing  worn  by  humpers,  and  although  there  has  been  an 
improvement  during  the  year,  there  is  still  room  for  further  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Food’s 
Agents  for  residual  recovery  purposes  : — 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs . 
Condemned  meat  ..  ..110  7  1  15 

Non-edible  offals,  etc.  . .  362  13  1  8 


Total 


473  —  2  23 
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ANIMALS  KILLED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Pigs 

1,062 

560 

229 

338 

379 

690 

2,745 

Sheep 

40,077 

41,855 

26,963 

22,636 

23,231 

26,542 

21,769 

Calves 

8,607 

7,960 

11,965 

12,421 

7,348 

8,400 

i  1,995 

Beasts 

9,724 

9,106 

7,990 

7,381 

7,742 

10,370 

10,120 

Difference  from  the  year  1950  : — 


Cattle 

-250 


Calves 
+  3,595 


Sheep 

-4,773 


Pigs 

+2,055 


The  income  from  slaughtering  charges,  tolls  and  rentals  was  as 


follows  — 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1945 

4,277 

4 

11 

1946  . . 

4,343 

0 

6 

1947  ..  . .  .  .  . 

3,524 

0 

0 

1948  . 

3,510 

15 

8 

1949 

3,588 

4 

4 

1950  . 

4,225 

19 

6 

1951,  including  rentals  and  tolls  as  below 

4,366 

8 

9 

Tolls  including  car  auction  fees 

40 

6 

3 

Rentals 

346 

10 

0 

Rent  of  Offices 

195 

4 

0 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


CATTLE 

including 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

and 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed  . 

10,120 

1 1,995 

21,769 

2,745 

Number  inspected . 

10,120 

11,995 

21,769 

2,745 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

115 

85 

86 

33 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

4,892 

102 

1,831 

260 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

49-47% 

1-5% 

8-8% 

10-67% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

118 

2 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

1,403 

329 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

15-0% 

•016% 

— 

12-31% 
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1951.  DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 
condemned  was  : — 

Tuberculous  Meat: — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs,  Lbs. 

Beef  and  organs,  includ¬ 
ing  118  carcases  and 

58  quarters .  48  5  2  20 

Pigs  and  organs,  includ¬ 
ing  9  carcases  and 
organs  ...  ...  1  3  1  2 

Calves  and  organs,  in¬ 
cluding  2  carcases  ...  1  1  16 


Total  weight  of  tuberculous  meat  49  10  1  10 


Non -Tuberculous  Meat: — 


Beef  and  organs 

...  52 

18 

1 

20 

Pigs  and  organs 

...  2 

17 

2 

6 

Sheep  and  organs 

...  3 

11 

2 

11 

Calves  and  organs 

...  1 

9 

1 

24 

Total  weight  of  non-tuberculous  meat 

60  17  0  5 

Total  weight  of  all 

condemned 

meat 

110  7  1  15 

UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  IN  THE  TOWN 


Meat 

251  \  lbs. 

Sugar 

10  lbs. 

Poultry  . 

207  „ 

Coconut 

56  „ 

Fish  . 

1,195  „ 

Vegetables 

224  „ 

Fruit 

290  „ 

Canned  Goods 

Meat  . 

467  cans 

Peanut  Butter 

1  can 

Poultry 

5  „ 

Paste 

6  jars 

Fruit... 

577  „ 

Pickles  and  sauces  .. 

15  „ 

Soup... 

58  „ 

Cocktail  cherries 

.  1  jar 

Vegetables . 

452  „ 

Beans 

1,040  pkts. 

Fish  . . 

70  „ 

Baby  Food  ... 

•  2  „ 

Milk 

87  „ 

Oats  ...  ... 

•  26  „ 

Coffee 

3  „ 

Sweets  &  Chocolates 

15|  lbs. 

Jams  &  Marmalades 

42  „ 

Cakes 

.  43 

Cat  &  Dog  Food  ... 

32  „ 

Jellies 

.  1 

Mustard  . 

1  can 

Chocolate  Wafers 

95 

Calf’s  foot  jelly 

1  „ 

36 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  County  was 

195. 


No.  of  Description  Result  of 

Samples  of  sample  Analysis 

32  Milk  ...  ...  Genuine 

10  Channel  Islands 
Milk 

3  Lard  ...  ...  ,, 

3  Sugar  ...  ,, 

1  Tea 

1  Mustard  ...  ,, 

1  Pepper  Flav. 

Compound  ...  „ 

1  Brown  flour  ...  „ 

1  Ground  Nutmeg  ,, 

2  Farinoca  ...  ,, 

1  Semolina  ...  ,, 

1  Glace  cherries  ,, 

1  Dessert  Gelatine  ,, 

1  Cheddar  Cheese  ,, 

1  Cane  Syrup  ...  ,, 

1  Cloves  ...  ...  „ 

1  Mixed  Peel  ...  ,, 

1  Synthetic  Cream 

Powder  ...  ,, 

1  Marshmallow 

Creme  ...  ,, 

1  Tomato  Soup  ...  „ 

1  Vegetable  Soup  „ 

1  Bicarbonate  of 

Soda  ...  ,, 

1  Potted  Meat  ...  „ 

1  Chicken  in  White 

Sauce  ...  „ 

1  Juice  of  Real 

Lemons  ...  ,, 

1  Nut  Cheese  ...  „ 

1  Laws  Chutnee...  ,, 

1  Minced  Beef  & 

Dumplings  ,, 

1  Mixed  fruit 
pudding 

1  Luncheon  Meat  ,, 

1  Frankfurter  Sausages 

in  Brine  ...  „ 

2  Beans  in  Tomato 

Sauce  ...  ,, 

1  Sandwich  Spread  ,, 

1  Horseradish  Cream  ,, 

1  Codliver-roe-paste  ,, 

3  Lemon  Curd  ... 


No.  of  Description  Result  of 

Samples  of  sample  Analysis 

10  Butter  ...  ...  Genuine 

1  Margarine  ...  ,, 

1  Cocoa  ...  ...  ,, 

1  Rice  ...  ...  ,, 

1  Pepper  Compound  ,, 

1  Ground  White 

Pepper  ,, 

1  White  Pepper  ...  „ 

1  Ground  Ginger  ,, 

1  Dutch  White 

Fondant  ,, 

1  Pure  Malt  Vinegar  „ 

1  Dried  Onions  ...  ,, 

1  Dessicated  Coconut  ,, 

2  Jellies  ...  ...  ,, 

1  Gravy  Browning  ,, 

1  Glycerine  &  Honey  ,, 

1  Instant  Postum  ,, 

1  Dried  Yeast  ...  „ 

1  Whip  Cream  ...  „ 

1  Scotch  Broth  ...  ,, 

1  Sponge  Flour 

Mixture  ...  ,, 

1  Cream  of  Chicken 

Soup  ...  ...  ,, 

l  Chicken  Noodle 

Soup .  „ 

1  Catarrh  Pastilles  „ 

1  Meat  Paste  ...  ,, 

2  Tomato  Ketchup  ,, 

1  Cream  Salad  ...  ,, 

1  Peppermint 

flavouring  ...  ,, 

1  Tomato  Chutney  „ 

1  Savoury  Rissole 

Mixture  ...  ,, 

1  Vegetable  & 

Macaroni  Casserole  „ 

1  Meat  Pie  ...  ,, 

2  Pork  Sausages  ...  „ 

2  Mincemeat  ...  „ 

1  Brawn  ...  ...  „ 

1  Vegetable  Sand¬ 
wich  Spread  ,, 

1  Pickle  .  „ 

1  Christmas  Pudding  „ 
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No.  of  Description  Result  of 

Samples  of  sample  Analysis 

1  Essence  of  Coffee 

&  Chicory  ...  ,, 

1  Crushed  Pineapple  „ 

1  Popcorn  Butterkist  ,, 

1  Bubble  Cum  ...  ,, 

1  Raisin  Wine  ...  ,, 

1  Beer  ...  ...  ,, 

1  Cydapple  ...  ,, 

2  Grapefruit  Def.  of 

Crushes  Sugar 

2  Croup  &  Bron¬ 
chitis  Mixture  Genuine 
8  T.T.  Milk 
2  Sterilised  Milk 


No.  of  Description  Result  of 

Samples  of  sample  Analysis 

1  Dandelion  Coffee  „ 

1  ‘Aludrox 5  ...  ,, 

1  Cherries  in  Syrup  ,, 

1  Apricots  in  Syrup  ,, 

1  Chocolate  Puff  ...  „ 

1  Chemical  Food  ...  „ 

1  Cider  ...  ...  ,, 

1  Orange  Crush  ...  ,, 

1  Cherryade  ...  „ 

1  Antiseptic  Oint-  „ 

ment  ...  ...  „ 

1  Stomach  &  Liver 
Pills  ... 


Ice  Creams: — 

Fat  Content  Number  of  Samples 

Under  5*0  per  cent  ...  ...  Nil 

Between  5*0  per  cent  and  10*0  per 
cent  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Between  10*0  per  cent  and  15*0  per 
cent  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Over  15*0  per  cent  ...  ...  ...  3 
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SEA 

Tempera¬ 

ture 

Means 

XXXC"X' — XfNhh'ctX 

(Nro'Nft^-rNOX'Nt-  —  oo  cn  oo 
'xfXXXXXXXXxinX 

53-6 

SUN 

Number  of 

Hours 

xxtnxxr - lomhnx 

co  \i-  oo  m  io  oo  -  xoooocn 
^oooooxcn^hxtNhX 
(N  —  <N  <N  —  — 

1617-0 

RAIN 

No.  of  days 

with  04  ins 

or  more 

mxooxxxxx  —  XO<N 

148 

Amount 

Inches 

ONfXMOM^OOhrortn- 

mxxxxt^-xor-oo  —  x 
xxxxro)  —  io^,  xi  r^fN 

38-32 

1 

Radiation 

Min.  on 
Grass 

I 

Means 

Onooo  mioxmxrNMh 

XXX  Xh  -  OO  —  X-^" 

XXX  XX'/^IO'/NXXX 

H- 

X 

X 

X 

Amount 
of  Cloud 

9  a.m. 

* 

O  —  —  cormn 

NOxCoX-lON^t-g-lONXlONiniON 

. 

Relative 

Humidity 

9  a.m. 

* 

fNXfNOOfN^XXOoOt^X 

XX  — —  -^j-ooxxxx 
Goxoot^r^i^r^»''(>owoooo 

80-9 

EXTREMES 

Min. 

_ _ 

OOxxOoo- - OOxx 

>05  —  OOXXXIXION  —  X(NOO 
(Ncf)(Nr,lf,)\f\|-\r,ctNfr)M 

34-8 

Max. 

- -oxooxoo  —  — 

(NhOOOOX-M  —  XXX 

xxxxr-ooi^r'-xxx 

4— 

ON 

X 

X 

AIR  TEMPERATURE 

Mean 

x  x  t"-  xt"-  r~-  o  —  x  —  x 

- X  O  OC'  31  ox  —  XX 

3}‘X'!3'XXXXXX'xl‘^t 

4- 

X 

X 

Range 

—  X  —  XXOOCNOOXX  — 

—  OXXxAx  —  ^txo 

4- 

oo 

XI 

MEANS 

Min. 

rji^co  -  xxx-^tcNxinr' 
xmxxxOxxxXXX 

44-3 

Max. 

00ONMX-XOXC0  00 

xxXcooxOXxooxiX 
XT  ^  X  X  NO  0 —  NO  NO  X  *X 

4- 

ON 

X 

X 

9  a.m. 

*  1 

>nt^  —  (NOOnoo  —  (Ng  oo  X  — 

OO  —  x  —  XXNOXOooX  |  — 
-^r^q-XXxxXXioNXTtxi-  |X 

1951 

MONTH 

January  . 

Feeruary  . 

March  . 

April  . 

May 

June  . 

July  . 

August  . 

September  ... 
October 

November  ... 
December  . 

Means  and  Totals 
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29  days  only.  t  1 1  months  only. 


Lawrence  Bros.  Ltd. 
London  and  Weston-super-Mare 
(1901) 
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